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The reading reveals the struggles that African Americans living in Beaumont faced during the 1950s. The reading has informed me that racism in the US is not something that started yesterday. From the reading, we see that racial discrimination was the root of all suffering in Beaumont, Texas. The blacks lived in a hostile environment and did not enjoy it like their white counterparts. Most companies were owned by the whites who lived a good life. Beaumont was a great place for the whites, but it was a nightmare for African Americans. The blacks were confronted with a hostile environment, working as slaves in homes, companies, and farms belonging to the whites. Racial segregation was at its best. There were areas reserved for the whites. Whites and blacks were separated into different neighborhoods, which manifested the Jim Crow caste system thrived in Beaumont in 1955. Schools, roads, restaurants, and residential areas were segregated for whites and blacks. The two communities held completely different perceptions concerning the city of Beaumont. It was a happy place for the whites, prosperous and growing while the blacks saw it as the center of the Jim crow system and discrimination. The whites wielded power because they held public officers while blacks lived in the misery of human slavery. The blacks worked as slaves in sawmilling, ranching, construction, and domestic services. White supremacy was at its best. Chapter 2 shows how the Africans started fighting for their rights by forming organizations such as the NAACP, which fought to abolish the southern caste system. 
I believe there are current issues black and white communities experienced during the 1950s and 1960s. White supremacy is still evident today, and the black community is still considered inferior. In the United States, we cannot claim that blacks have equal opportunities as whites. Although many policies, including the 14th Amendment that is meant to bring equality between the two races, have been enacted, I still believe that the environment is hostile for African Americans. For example, the criminal justice system favors whites because African Americans are overrepresented in the US criminal justice system (Hurwitz, 762). Blacks are more likely to be stopped, searched, arrested, convicted, and sentenced for longer periods than whites.  The incarceration rate of blacks is 5.9 times higher than that of whites.
A good example is George Floyd's death, a black citizen who died at the hands of the white police officers, and that led to global protests in "Black Lives Matter." Whites still wield more political power than the blacks, and they also have better job opportunities than the blacks. Clearly, the US is still not ideal for minority groups such as African Americans, Hispanics, and immigrants. Since the Reconstruction era, laws and policies have been enacted to target African Americans; thus, very little has changed (Rehavi & Starr, 1321). The same experiences that the blacks faced during the 1950s are more or less the same as the ones they experience more than 70 years later. 
Clearly, a lot needs to be changed. Policies that promote equality need to be enacted. The police and courts and the general criminal justice system need to be reformed so that the blacks have to enjoy living in the US like their white counterparts. Stringent laws that discourage and curb racial discrimination need to be enacted and implemented so that the minority groups enjoy the same privileges as whites. 
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